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The Monterey Institute of International Studies
Online Arabic Self-diagnostic Test

Dear test takers,

Welcome to the Arabic Program at The Monterey Institute of International Studies
(MIIS). This test aims at assessing your levels of proficiency in Arabic. The test
includes three sections: Reading, Grammar, and Vocabulary. To ensure your
understanding of the test questions, all the instructions have been provided in
English, with some other notes in English throughout the test. Please read the
instructions carefully at the beginning of each question. The test should take
approximately 110 minutes.

Following the test is a key with all the test answers and an evaluation system to
assess your language level. However, please be ware that this placement is not final

and is pending MIIS placement test and oral proficiency interview.

Good luck!

Section I: Reading (40 Points) Each question has two points.

Read the texts below and answer the questions that follow by circling the letter of

the correct option i, @, &, or &, The first question after each text asks about the
general idea of the passage. The rest of the questions ask about information that are
directly stated in the passage of inferred from it.
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(What does the underlined word ""&Ua" in the third line in the passage refer to?)
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(What does """ in the underlined word Y=! in the fourth line in the passage refer to?)
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(The underlined word "' &a3a2"" in the first line in the second paragraph means ...)
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Section II: Grammar (25 points) In questions I and II, each item (space) has %2
point and in question III, each item has 1 point.

I. Circle the word/phrase that accurately completes the following sentences. The
dotted line shows you where the word/phrase goes in the sentence. A lot of the
sentences are in the form of conversations between ) and <. Therefore, it will help
you to read the whole conversation in an item first to be able to determine the
answer correctly. An example has been provided for you in the beginning.
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IL. Fill in the blank spaces in the following sentences with the correct form of the
words/phrases provided between brackets. The words between brackets are mostly
in one form of verb conjugations, but sometimes the word root is provided. An
example has been provided for you in the beginning. As is the case with question I
above, most of the sentences are in the form of conversations between | and <, so it
will help you to read the whole conversation in an item first to be able to determine
the answer correctly. An example has been provided for you in the beginning.
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Voweling IS NEEDED on the last letter of each verb that you put in the correct
form in conversation 1 below, as it changes the meaning.
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(Please pay attention to the verb measures in sentences 3 and 4 below. Use masdar
in the second space in each sentence. Also, pay attention to the shaddah on the letter

2 in the verb (»_° in sentence 3)
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ITII. Each of the following sentences has four underlined words/phrases, each of
which is assigned a letter. You need to circle the letter of the underlined
word/phrase which needs to be changed to make the sentence grammatically correct.
The mistake could be in the choice of the word, the word form, or the word voweling.
After you circle the incorrect word/phrase, write the correct form in the space
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provided at the end of the sentence. An example has been provided for you in the

beginning. If you are able to correct the error as suggested in the key, you get a
point for the item.
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Section II1: Vocabulary (15 points) [Each item (space) has % point)]

I. Fill in the spaces in the following sentences with whatever words of your own
choice that could appropriately complete the sentences. Each space requires ONE
word only. As is the case with Questions I and II in the Grammar section, it will
help you to read the whole conversation or passage first to be able to determine the
answer correctly. An example has been provided for you in the beginning.
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II. Circle the word/phrase that most appropriately completes the following
conversations and passages. The dotted line shows you where the word/phrase goes
in the sentence.
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Good luck!

Move on to the test key.
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Test Key
1. Reading
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Move on to the vocabulary key
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3. Vocabulary
Question 2 Question 1
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Move on to the evaluation system
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The evaluation system for the levels goes as follows:

1. To get to beginning 200 level courses, the lowest level we offer at the Arabic Program
at MIIS, you must score at least 28 points, with the following minimum of points on
each section:
= 14 points in reading
= & points in grammar

= 6 points in vocabulary

N.B. If you do not get this minimum of grades, you will need to do further work on
your Arabic language before you can be admitted to our Arabic Program.

2. To get to high 200 level courses, you must score at least 43 points, with the following
minimum of points on each section:
= 22 points in reading
= ]2 points in grammar
= 9 points in vocabulary
3. To get to beginning 300 level courses, you must score at least 61 points, with the
following minimum of points on each section:
= 32 points in reading
= 17 points in grammar
= 12 points in vocabulary
4. To get to high 300 level courses, you must score 75 points, with the following
minimum of points on each section:
= 38 points in reading
= 23 points in grammar

= 14 points in vocabulary

*This evaluation is pending MIIS placement test and oral proficiency interview.



